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guns and rudder, and His Majesty, in a fit of gloomy despotism, order-
ed Colonel Symes's escort to be disarmed. This latter \Hsgraceful out-
rage was, however, avoided by the good sense of the heir apparent, who
evaded the order, and on the 31st, sent him a present of rice, ghee, &c.,
upon which he wrote to inform His Highness of the objects of his
mission, and remonstrated against further delay. No notice was taken
of this letter, and two days afterwards, another was dispatched in search
of it, when the following answer was received: " The King says, you
must wait/* on which he threatened to quit the capital, unless speedily
and suitably acknowledged.

2nd November, 1802. Being still unnoticed, he again notified to
the Government, that he would remain no longer than the end of the
month, unless publicly and suitably received by the court; and His
Majesty being pressed on all sides, at length promised to receive the
mission on his return from Tsagain, whither he was going for a few
days.

8th. Having been forty days confined to his boats and tents, he this
day received an order to move into a house, which had been long since
prepared for him, but which he had not before been permitted to
occupy. He took possession of his new residence, unattended and un-
noticed by any Government officer. It was then, and is still the custom
of this Goverment, to furnish foreign embassies with supplies of every
kind, and they were accordingly ordered for this mission, but the pur-
veyors were the only persons that benefited by the order. The feeling
against the British still continued very strong, and His Majesty consulted
with a refugee Englishman, named Rogers, upon the propriety of send-
ing the embassy back to Bengal unnoticed. He, however, was dissuad-
ed from this plan ; but, not withstanding his former promise to receive the
mission on his return from Tsagain, he now refused te do so until the ar-
rival of the captain and supercargo of a French vessel, who had been or-
dered to court, to beconvertedinto French embassadors, to be exalted over
Colonel Symes, to witness his degradation, and to Enable His Majesty
the more fully to demonstrate his partiality to our enemies. Some time
previous to this, the Burmese' flag had been insulted at the Isle of
France, whose Governor, wishing to conciliate the Burmese, had
written to say he would punish the offenders. The King, by some
mental obliquity, misunderstood the letter, and imagined, that the
French Governo'r had threatened to punish the English, who, he sup-
posed, were the offenders; hence probably the continued hostility of this
proud and ignorant monarch. On the 13th November, Colonel Symes
made an application to the heir apparent to be either speedily acknow-
ledged, or permitted to return to Bengal; but no notice was taken of
it. On the 16th, the Frenchmen, whom His Majesty had ridiculously
invested with the importance of embassadors, although nothing more
than private merchants, entrusted with the letter above-mentioned,
arrived, and were immediately ushered into a house prepared for them
close to Colonel Symes! The party consisted of an American super-
cargo, a Frenchman just escaped from the Calcutta jail, and two half-
French half-Burmese youths vassals of one of the Burmese Princes!
Two days after the arrival of this " motley group," His Majesty con-
descended to acknowledge Colonel Symes as British embasaador, having
been entirely unnoticed for fifty days; forty of which he was compelled
to reside on an execution and burial ground! ! ! The Frenchmen, who
denied having any power or authority from the French Government,
were astonished at their respectability, and fearful of the consequences,